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Foriner Green Beret tied

to regime in murder case
' By Ben Bradlee and Stephen Kurkjlan .-

Globe Staff .= . S w o
" A former Green Beret, recently charged in last
fall's attempted murder of a prominent Libyan dis-
sident in Colorado, spent three months in Libya
last summer on official business for the Libyan gov-
ernment, according to an official involved in the in-|
vestigation. .. . . U0 . RS TeARETT

In addition, investigators on the case have es-
tablished links between: the ex-Green Beret and a
former CIA agent who is already under federal in-
dictment in connection with using American mer-
cendfries to run a terrorist training program for Lib-

‘van President Moammar Khadafy: ) .

ERS

The ex-Green-Beret, Eugene A. Tafoya, 45, of
Truth or Consequences, N.M., is awaiting trial in
Fort Collins, Colo., on charges he conspired and at-|
tempted to murder Faisal A. Zagallai, a Libyan
graduate student at Colorado State Unjversity, and
a leader among anti-Khadafy Libyans in the Unijted
States. Tafoya is being held in lteu of -81 million
bond. and no trial date has been set. " =~ ‘

The shooting of Zagallai ard the arrest last
month of Tafoya have taken, 4i:?international sig-
nificance in the wake of reports that the arrest
served as the catalyst for the Reagan Administra-
tion’s recent decision to close the Libyan embassy
in Washington as part of an effort to expose the
‘Libyan government’s use of terrorism as-a political
{nstrument.” Tripoli-has annourced; for example,
‘that it ordered the shooting of Zagallal. %
" Zagallai was shot twice in the-head Oct. 14 by a |
man who gained access to his home by-identifying
himself as a job recruiter. Zagallai survived the
shooting, but was blinded in one eye, and carries a
92 bullet in his skulk: # .5 - 7 =0 0 Lo

Tafoya, a decorated 25-year veteran of the Ma-
rines and the Spécial Forces, as well as a member of
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a prominent New Mexico family, was arrested at’
i “** home April 22 after a pistol |
found near the scene of the shooting was tracedl
tohim. .~ = 7 . i
' Among the items confiscated in the raid of;
Tafoya’s home were four passports in his name,!
according to an official involved in the invcsu-i
gation. One of the passports showed that Taq
foya made three visits to Libya in 1980, two
fore. and one after the October shooting of Za-
gal(ljal. the official, who has seen the passp'ort.»)
sald. T e S o

’

-+dicted in April 1980 by a Washington federal

The Libyan conneciion:
Web of intrigue, terror

~ The longest of the three visits lasted from
) from
July to September 1980. According to the offi{

cial, the passport carries the word “'mission”
ssion” in
Arabic, which designates that the holder is in
-the country at the invitation of the government
and on official government business. " -

" What Tafoya was doing in Lib .
\ ya, and who

he met with has not been disclosed. Howcve?
investigators are looking into the possibillt);
that, while he was there, Tafoya conferred with
former CIA agent Edwin P. Wilson. Wilson and
}ano_ther ex-CIA man, Francis E. Terpil, were in-|
3 :
‘grand jury on charges of illegally supplyin
?, ex-
‘plosives and training terrorists for ﬁ?ey;,igyan
government. Both have fled the country to avoid
prosecution, and Wilson is now in Libya.

Found in'Tafoya's residence at the

_ Foy e time of.
his arrest was Wilson's business card. The r:ax?d
was for the Tripoli office of a Swiss-based com-
pany that Wilson controls, with its telephone
g{;nmlf)ex‘._b Also onr the card were the phone num-

rs for businesses Wilson controll
and Washington, D.C. ’ ein tondon

Contacted by telephor;é 11"1"1‘1‘.'1 ol
i. Fri
Wilson refused to be interviewed. %Sked If; };'

STAT

STAT

Globe reporter whether he knew Tafoya, Wilson

said “I don’t know anything about that at all,”

and-then hung up.

"About 15 local and federal officers, includi
ers, incl
10 FBI 'agents and a police bomb squad r‘;?g;(gi
Tafoya's residence in Truth or Conseq'uenca
and a,n"e;ste._d'hhnvwithout incident. e
According to a courf affidavit and a urce
_ a co and-a so
:qu]ved in the investigation, also uncovcrelrllric:
Wfl grilgswere writings of Tafoya that mentioned
- name several ) i

raid turned up: - 3 Ul;!‘{es, h:] _adq.lﬂCAﬂ?.. the~
. ® A passport that showed that in July 1980,

. : July 19
?efore entering Libya, Tafoya visited thi Mez‘}d(:'-
erranean island of Malta, where Wilson has a
l‘\’/}"a. In August 1980, Wilson was detained in
alta at the request of the US State Depart-
lr_r:;ts.egut itg;;n. ‘ilg a diplomatic snafu, he was

i within hours wit

being informed. . . o ‘h 'OUt US ft:l;(::{ali
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, ' hone records showing sever-{ '
al phone calls'to Libya, Investigators areg trylnlé
to determine to whom the calls were made. -=*: -
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